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PASTOR½S PARAGRAPHS
 

GREATER WORKS 

 
In closing conversations with his disciples following the last meal he would share with them before his 
crucifixion, Jesus encouraged his followers to maintain a strong faith, to not allow their hearts to be 
troubled, and to live with patient endurance as the way to eternal life would continue to unfold before 
them. In addition, Jesus called upon his followers to continue his mission by loving one another as 
Jesus himself loved them as they await the eternal dwelling place they will share with Jesus and the 
Father. 
 
What is striking about this dialogue commences with Jesus indicating to his followers that they will, in 
fact, through their unwavering faith and trust in what Jesus already had accomplished be able to do 
ñgreater worksò than what they had experienced from Jesus himself (John 14:12). The miracles, signs 
and wonders revealed in Jesusô teaching and actions were amazing, awe-inspiring, and 
transformative; Jesus forever changed the world revealing the Fatherôs love and eternal promise of 
salvation and peace. But in the face of his own death, Jesus both realized and authorized that his 
work continue through the lives of his followers, commissioning and empowering them to ñgreater 
worksò reaching all peoples in all places and all times. Faithfully following the way of Jesus and loving 
others as he himself loves us will produce results that defy human imagination and will usher the 
appearance of peace and liberation for all to be able to see and to realize. This possibility exists 
solely through the unique relationship of the Father and the Son (John 14:12) and is intended for all to 
experience. 
 
Jesus indicated that whatever is asked of him by his faithful and trusting followers he will indeed 
accomplish, in order that the Fatherôs glory would be revealed in the actions of Jesus himself and 
those of his followers (John 14:14). Wow! Do we truly understand and recognize what may become 
possible because of our faith and by our faithful actions? Further, Jesus indicates that the Father 
gives us his Holy Spirit who teaches us all that we need and reminds us incessantly of all that Jesus 
himself said and did to bring to the whole world the Fatherôs love and peace (John 14:16,26).  Do not 
let your hearts be troubled; be not afraid. In faith, we have the promise and the power. Because 
Jesus did, we can!    
 
        --Pastor John    
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BIBLE STUDIES 
 

       The Letter to the Hebrews continues to be the subject of the Bible studies in  
       June which will take place as follows: 

 
           10:30 a.m.       7:00 p.m. 
           June 7, 14, 21   June 2, 9, 23 

 
           Everyone is welcome to join us as we look at this book of the New  

                               Testament.  
 

 

Vacation bible school  
 

  When:  Sunday, June 13      5:00-8:00 p.m. 
    Monday, June 14-Friday, June 18   6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  Christôs United Lutheran Church 
 

   Who:  All children ages 3 years through 6th grade 
           Older teens and adults are needed to help! 
 
Youôre invited to step back into Bible times as the front lawn of Christôs United Lutheran Church (4-
Bells Church) is transformed into a Jerusalem market place.  This yearôs theme ñKing of Kingsò will 
highlight several Old Testament kings as they display qualities exemplified by Jesus, the ñKing of 
Kings.ò 
 
The week will open at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evening as children and their parents are welcomed to 
partake of Biblical style foods and engage in the crafts of typical artisans of the day.  Children will 
need the supervision of a parent or guardian as they wander the ñstreetsò of our open-air market.  The 
market will close at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Throughout the remainder of the week, children will be guided by their teachers to various ñstationsò 
where they will learn of the kings through Bible study, music, themed crafts, snack, prayer, and 
games. 
 
For more information contact Judy Moyer or Lori Jo Showalter. 
 
 

Joint service scheduled  
 
  

   At the May council meeting, members approved having a combined worship  
   service on the 5th Sunday in August (29th).  Watch for more information in next  
    monthôs newsletter and in the bulletin. 
 

 



 3 

 

CHURCH PICNIC 
   

   This yearôs church picnic will take place at the Mifflinburg Park on July 18.  
   Everyone, member or non-member, is invited to join us for the day that will be  

   filled with worship, food, fun and fellowship. 
 
          A 9:30 a.m. church service at the park will be followed by a picnic lunch for which  
         the church will supply hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments and drink.  Those  
          attending are asked to bring a covered dish to eat at approximately 11:00 a.m.   
 

   You will also need to bring table service and lawn chairs for your family. 
   
   

2010 CONCERT SERIES 
 

   The schedule as of this printing for upcoming concerts is as follows: 
  

      June 27 ï Joe Wise 
      July 11 ï March Forth Quartet  
 
          The concerts start promptly at 6:00 p.m. and last until approximately 8:00 p.m.   

  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  A free will offering is collected and refreshments are  
               served.   

 
 

ANGEL FOOD ministries ORDERS 
 

             Orders for June will be taken on June 11 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 5:00- 
      7:00 p.m. and on June 14 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  There are menus and order  

      forms available on the bulletin board outside of the office. 
 
      Help will be needed with the distribution that will take place on June 19 from         

         9:00-10:00 a.m.  We have a donation box in the hall for anyone who would like to  
           contribute toward the purchase of an Angel Food package to help those in need.   

   
               If you have any questions about any aspect of the Angel Food program, talk to Al  
             Pantaleo or Kim Blyler.  
 

 
 

If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone elseôs, weôd grab ours back. 
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WEST END FAIR 
   

   It is not too early to start making plans to help at our stand a this yearôs West End  
   Fair, which will be operating August 2-7.  

 
          As we do every year, we will need help, and lots of it.  Becky Dunkle will be  
         looking for help in the dining areas and Shirley Kerstetter will need people to  
         work in the kitchen.  We will also need volunteers to wash dishes, clean up, and  
         cashier.  In addition, we will need pies baked and items donated. 

 
                      Watch the bulletins, next monthôs newsletter and the bulletin board outside of  
                                the sanctuary for sign-up sheets.   
 
            Please donôt wait to be asked to helpéweôre asking nowéjust sign up to help  
            where and when you can. 

 

CRAFT GROUP 
 

         The Christ United Crafters have started making items for the craft bazaar to be     
         held November 13.  If anyone would like to join in the fellowship and  
         crafting, please stop-in on Thursday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the small fellowship  

              hall.  If you're not a "crafty" person, stop-in anyway and share the fellowship.  Any  
                    questions or suggestions, talk to Sue Pantaleo.   

 
 
 

Help wanted  
 

          We are in need of a council secretary.  Duties include taking minutes at council  
         and congregational meetings.  If you are interested, talk to Chad Shuck, Dave  
        Bickhart, or Pastor John.  
 

 
 

Looking ahead  
 

                                      July 18 ï Church Picnic 
                                        August 1-7 ï West End Fair 
September 19 ï Homecoming/Congregation Appreciation/Harvest Home 

October 17 ï Senior Member Dinner 
November 6 ï Sauerkraut Dinner 

December 9, 10, 11 ï Christkindl Market 
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GROUP WORK CAMP 
 

 The group work camp in Mifflinburg this year is looking for people to sew bags.   
They are in need of 400 plus. Several churches are helping with this project. I   
 would like if our church could sew around 100. In the bags they will place little  

   goodies for all the workers. Please see the bulletin board outside of Margieôs  
      office for an example and  instructions how to make it. Please let Idella  

        Zimmerman know if you are interested in making and the number you hope to  
     make. 

         
                                                                                                                                They also are in need of the following:  
 
1. Ladders! We encouraged the home owners to borrow ladders for the repairs being  done  to their 
homes but many will not be able to do this. The work group will have a complete listing of ladders 
needed the first week of May. We are in need of people to help deliver them to the job sites.  
 
2. Individuals to be available the week before to visit sites, verify the directions and inventory the 
building materials that will be delivered by the lumber store.  
 

+  +  +  +  + 
 

Buggytown Workcamp 2010 
Directions/Setup Week 

July 5-9, 2010 
 

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a volunteer in the preparation of the 2010 Workcamp.  Things 
are coming together so well and this is a tribute to  so many in our church family, our community and area 
churches stepping up to help.  Thank You!!! 
 
I am asking you to let me know what hours you are available the week of July 5-9.  Our Setup Director will 
be stationed at the Mifflinburg Intermediate Unit Mechanical room (139). He will have a listing of all the 
sites that will receive home repairs the following week when the campers arrive. 
 

        We are asking that you attend a short training (about 30 minutes) concerning your role on 
Monday, July 5 @ 9:00 AM or 6:00 PM at the Intermediate School Mechanical room 139 

        Upon completion of the training, you will be given a listing of sites that will include a materials 
order. 

        You will leave from the Intermediate School parking lot and begin checking the directions to the 
site. 

        Upon arrival at the site, you will meet the resident and place a ñWorkcamp Placardò in the 
window. This placard will be a welcome site to the campers as they navigate the roads of 
Union/Snyder counties in search of ñtheir homeò for the week. 

        Using the materials order, please check to make sure all the materials ordered were actually 
delivered by the lumber store. The materials should be located together BUT sometimes residents 
fear they will be stolen and they will ñhide themòé 

        If all the materials are on site (we hope!), simply sign the sheet and return it to the Setup 
Director upon return to Mifflinburg. IF something is missing, please indicate AND let the Setup 
Director know this so we can get it delivered prior to the camp. 
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We need all sites checked for directions and materials prior to Saturday, July 10 so that we can get 
anything that was missed delivered. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me ASAP or talk to the Setup Director the week of 
July 5-9. Once again, thank you for your time and energy.  Please plan to attend the evening program in 
the Intermediate School gym to see the fruits of your labor. I promise it is well worth your time! The 
evening program proves what a worthwhile mission this is for our community! 
 
         Blessings, 
         Kim Sawyer, Coordinator 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please complete this form and return to Idella Zimmerman before June 11

th
 

 
Name _______________________________Phone #___________________ Email ________________ 
 
I/We are available on the following days to visit sites: (Hopefully you will be available for several or all 
days! Thinking positive! J 
 
Monday, July 5  ___  Time ___________ 
Tuesday, July 6  ___   ___________ 
Wednesday, July 7  ___   ___________ 
Thursday, July 8  ___   ___________ 
Friday, July 9   ___   ___________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHTS ON AGING 
 

o Insanity is my only means of relaxation. 

o Seen it all, done it all, canôt remember most of it. 

o I finally got my head together, and my body fell apart. 

o My mind not only wanders, sometimes it leaves completely. 

o There cannot be a crisis this week; my schedule is already full. 

o Sometimes I think I understand everything, then I regain consciousness. 

o Every time I think about exercise, I lie down until the thought goes away. 

o The nice part of living in a small town is that when I donôt know what Iôm doing, somebody else does. 

o God put me on earth to accomplish a certain number of things.  Right now I am so far behind, I will live 

forever. 

o The older you get the tougher it is to lose weight, because by then your body and your fat are really 

good friends. 

o As time goes on I think I know what I want until I walk from one end of the house to the other, and 

canôt remember what I came after. 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
 

 Annual Picnic 
June 15  
 
We will have picnic at the park in Hartleton on Tuesday, June 15, at 6:00 p.m.  All women are invited 
and asked to bring some sort of picnic fare to share.  For those who would like to do so, bring some 
games to play, as well.  Guests encouraged to attend!   
 

 

Sewing Days 
 
On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month women (men are welcome too) gather at the 
church to sew and knot quilts which are sent to Lutheran World Relief every October for disbursement 
to refugees and people in need around the world. 
 
This month workdays are scheduled for June 8 and 22 beginning at 9:00 a.m. If you have never 

sewn a quilt, come anyway. Not all the participants do sewing work. Making a quilt requires many 
steps; there are tasks that even the novice can participate in.  
 
Give some thought about spending this time with us, wonôt you?  You will find fellowship and friends 
while sharing in an important ministry. 
 

NOTE! Donôt throw away that old mattress pad or those old blankets and sheets.  Bring them to the 
church.  They can be used for ñbackingò and ñfillerò for the quilts.   
 
 
USSWO Twenty-Third Annual Convention 
Saturday, July 24 
 
Mark your calendar for the Twenty-Third Annual Convention of the USSWO on Saturday, July 24, 
2010! 
 
Theme: ñRenew and Rejoiceò 
 
Place: the serenity of Camp Mt. Luther is a perfect backdrop to renew your faith and rejoice with your 
sisters in Christ. 
 
MISSION INGATHERING will be for the Chicken and Egg Project plus Haiti Disaster Relief. 
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PERSONAL INGATHERING will be of items for Veterans from their Wish List. 
 
Items needed for the Landstuhl Wounded Warrior Ministry Center: 
 

¶ Phone cardsðUnited States domestic only with no expiration date. 

¶ Bath towels, blankets 

¶ Longs sleeve T-shirt/shirts in L-M-S-XL (in this order) 

¶ Menôs boxers in L-XL-M-S(in this order) 

¶ Menôs slippers (slip-on, non slip) sizes 8-14 

¶ Menôs T-shirts L-M-S (Not white undershirts) 

¶ Travel Pillows 

¶ iTunes Cards 

¶ IPod Shuffles 

¶ Nail Clippers 

¶ Menôs & womenôs deodorant 

¶ Lip Balm/Chapstick 

¶ Travel size shaving cream 

¶ Mouthwash 

¶ Travel size foot powder (i.e. Gold Bond) 

¶ Brushes (not combs) 

¶ Menôs pajama pants sizes L-M-S-XXL-XL (in this order) 

¶ Hand/held electronic games 

¶ Healthy snack bars, chocolate and candy 

¶ DVDôs (No extreme violence or nudity, NO VHS tapes) 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND USED ITEMS! 
 
 
Items Needed For The VA: 
 

o Canteen books 
o Sunscreen/sun glasses 
o Shower shoes 
o Hats 
o T-shirts 
o Socks 
o Bibs 
o Lap robes 
o Wheelchair bags 
o Videos or DVDòs nonviolent 
o Books, they like westerns 
o Puzzle/crossword books in large print 
o Postage stamps 
o Pill containers for 7 days of the week, three  

times per day 
o Small toothpaste, toothbrushes 
o Dental cleaner 
o Dental adhesive 
o Shaving cream 
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o Hair brushes and combs 
o Shampoo and conditioner 
o Lip balm 
o Body wash (no bar soap) 
o Deodorant 
o Tissues in small packs 
o Nail clippers 
o Disposable razors 
o Shaving mirrors 
o Aftershave 

 
PLEASE MARK YOUR ITEMS AS TO WHICH PROJECT YOU WANT THEM TO GO.   
 
Items need to be packed alike and marked as to what it is.  They also would like the receipts 
included or an estimated cost of the item(s).        
 

Judy Mecouch will be attending the USSWO Convention and is willing to take the items that are 
donated.  They should be at the church by July 18. 

 
There are reservation forms to attend the WELCA convention on the bulletin board.  If anyone is 
interested in applying for a scholarship to attend the convention get in touch with Judy Mecouch 
before June 7 and she will get you a form.   
 
 Looking Ahead 
 
September, 2010  
School Kit assembly and fall meeting.  A description of what is needed for the schoolbags is attached 
to this newsletter.  Janet Hileman is the School Kit Coordinator, so if you have questions, talk with 
her. 

 
ALL WOMEN OF CHRIST'S UNITED ARE INVITED TO JOIN US AT ANY OF OUR MEETINGS 
AND ACTIVITIES. 
 
 
 
 

To realize the value of a sister/brother, ask someone who doesnôt have one. 
To realize the value of ten years, ask a newly divorced couple. 

To realize the value of four years, ask a graduate. 
To realize the value of one year, ask a student who has failed a final exam. 

To realize the value of nine months, ask a mother who gave birth to a stillborn. 
To realize the value of one month, ask a mother who has given birth to a premature baby 

To realize the value of one week, ask an editor of a weekly newspaper. 
To realize the value of one minute, ask a person who has missed the train, bus or plane. 

To realize the value of one second, ask a person who has survived an accident. 
To realize the value of a friend or family member, lose one. 

Treasure every moment you have.   
You will treasure it even more when you can share it with someone special. 

 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth News  
 
Awards & Recognitions 
 
Jeremiah Zimmerman graduated from Penn State on May 15, 2010 with honors. His major was 
Environmental Resource Management, with two minors, Water Sheds and Soil Management. He will 
be working in Mifflinburg at Mifflinburg Farmers Exchange (Mill).  
 
Jeremiah was one of 10 who won a $5,000 scholarship from the Teva Pharmaceuticals USA and the 
Philadelphia Eagles football organization. Each of the contestants had to submit papers about 
national or global environmental issues and the resources needed to help make them happen. They 
received their award at the stadium of the Philadelphia Eagles. Teva and the Philadelphia Eagles 
made this a very special day not only for all the winners but also for the parents.   
  
His mother, Idella, says God is the only reason this all came about. Thanks Be To God. 
 
Luke Flickinger received his PhD in Physical Therapy from Lebanon Valley College on Saturday, 
May 15. He is getting married Saturday, May 22, to Amanda Hurst, and they will be residing in 
Vicksburg. He plans to take his state boards this summer and look over offers.  
 
 
All Nighter 
 
We had a small group but we had a great time. Some of the activities: basketball, volleyball (with a 
flat ball), pizza making and watching movies. 
  
Thanks to the following people: John and Wanda Stamm, Chad Shuck and Idella Zimmerman  
(all- nighter adult group). Pastor John, Kathy and Lee Spangler, Dwayne Miller, Steve and Judy 
Moyer.   
 
 
Yard Sale 
 
We had a good day and wonderful fellowship.  We collected $431.35 plus a few donations are still 
coming. All the money that was raised from the yard sale was given back to the church in the general 
fund. Thanks to all who helped with pricing, setting up, helping on Saturday and cleaning up.  
 
 


