
 

 

 

 

CHRIST½S UNITED½S NEWS & VIEWS 
MAY 2010  

 

PASTOR½S PARAGRAPHS

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN AND WITH US  

 
The church celebrates the day of Pentecost on May 23rd. The church recognizes Pentecost Sunday 
as the day in which the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to those who believe and trust in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit is both the presence and the gift of God to help, guide and direct 
the church in matters of faith and mission. The Holy Spirit is the God-given power to assist believers 
in their discipleship and to keep them attentive to the way of Jesus Christ as He leads the faithful by 
the ways of love and hope into Godôs promised future. It is the Holy Spirit that keeps us as the church 
even as we fall short of living out Godôs promises because of sin and idolatry. It is the Holy Spirit that 
continuously communicates Godôs will to us and reveals the truth of Godôs forgiveness, mercy and 
grace which endlessly draws us back to Godôs promise of life and peace. It is the Holy Spirit that 
creates a God-granted community of diverse peoples into one body and one hope. It is the Holy Spirit 
that intercedes for us when we would allow our selfish interests to get in the way of Godôs will.  
 
God expects much of the faithful and provides the Holy Spirit as that power which can and will assist 
us in following the ways of Jesus and in living out the possibilities of peace and joy. God knows that 
through the ages people have found ways to become divided and separated because of envy, 
jealousy, fear and greed. Even as people have professed their belief and trust in Jesus, many 
continue to be driven by ambitions and motivations that are self-centered and idolatrous. But God will 
not long leave us to such destructive devices for He has breathed His Spirit upon us in order that we 
may live for God and for each other. It is only by the Holy Spirit that our minds can be set faithfully 
upon Godôs expectations for us. Further, it is only by the Spiritôs guidance that we are able to rightfully 
listen to what God is doing in our world in and through Christ. And further, it is only by the strength of 
the Spirit dwelling within us that we are able to live within the freedom that is ours as Godôs children, 
for only by the Spirit do we cry, ñAbba, Father.ò 
 
Knowing who the Holy Spirit is and what this Spirit can do is only the beginning. As Christians, we 
need constantly to be aware of the Spiritsô presence in our lives. Are we aware of the Spiritôs 
presence in our thoughts? Do our thoughts reflect Godôs purposeful will and abundance of 
provisions? Or are our thoughts filled with fear and scarcity on one hand and selfishness and envy on 
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the other? How is the Holy Spiritôs presence exhibited in our words and actions? Are we acting like 
we truly and fully trust in Godôs mercy and forgiveness revealed to and for all in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ? Do we see each other as the family of God, as sisters and brothers in Christ? 
Or do our words and actions convey a partiality, favoring some over others? Is the Spirit recognizable 
in what we say to and about each other? Do the choices we make on a daily basis reveal the 
directives of the Spirit or are we constantly seeking the Spiritôs help to ñsaveò us from our obstinate 
and less-gracious ways? 
 
         --Pastor John 
 
 

Unity services  
 
The Unity Worship Services will continue to be held at 9:00 a.m. for three weeks in May, on the 2nd, 
9th and 16th.   
 
       Following the service on May 2, we will go to Rolling Hills Manor to share some   

songs and fellowship with the residents.   
 
On May 9, the Lutheran World Relief hygiene kits and baby kits will be assembled.  
(A list of needed items for the kits follows). 
 

        We will have a congregational picnic/ice cream social at the conclusion of the  
        service on May 16.  Watch the bulletins for details about this event. 
 

+  +  +  +  + 
 

LWR Kits are in great demand and we need your help!  LWR is unable to fill pending international and 
domestic requests for kits because of a lack of adequate inventory in our warehouse.  Please help us 
fill requests by providing these much needed items: 
 
 Hygiene Kit 
 1 washcloth     1 wide-tooth comb 
 1 nail clipper     1 bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
 1 toothbrush (in original packaging) 6 standard size Band-aids 
 1 hand towel measuring approximately 16òx28ò (no fingertip or bath towels) 
 
 Baby Care Kit 
 6 cloth diapers    2 washcloths 
 2 gowns or sleepers    2 diaper pins 
 2 T-shirts or undershirts (no onesies) 
 1 sweater or sweatshirt (can be hand-knitted or crocheted) 
 2 receiving blankets (one can be hand-knitted or crocheted baby blanket 
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BIBLE STUDIES 
 

       The Letter to the Hebrews will be the subject of the Bible studies in May which  
       will take place as follows: 

 
       10:00 a.m. ï May 3, 10 & 24  7:00 p.m. ï May 5, 12 & 26 
 

           Everyone is welcome to join us as we delve into this book of the New  
             Testament.  

 

 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

            May 23 has been designated as Music Appreciation Sunday.  At the 10:15 service  
       on that day there will be special music and following the service there will be a  
     reception to honor all who contribute to the music program at Christôs United. 

 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
 

 On May 16, we will recognize our members who are about to graduate or who   
        have graduated since last yearôs graduate recognition service. 
 
      As none of our members are high school seniors, this year we will be recognizing  

               those who have achieved their goal of graduating from college. 
               

  
NOTE!!  If you know of any of our members who have graduated from college in the past year, 
or is about to do so, please talk to Margie or Pastor John.  We tend to lose track when they are 
in college, so please help us out so we donôt miss anyone who is graduating this year. 

 

 

CRAFT GROUP 
 

         The Christ United Crafters have started making items for the craft bazaar to be     
         held November 13.  If anyone would like to join in the fellowship and  
         crafting, please stop-in on Thursday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the small fellowship  

             hall.  If you're not a "crafty" person, stop-in anyway and share the fellowship.  Any  
                   questions or suggestions, talk to Sue Pantaleo.   
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2010 CONCERT SERIES 
 

   The schedule as of this printing for upcoming concerts is as follows: 
  

      May 16 ï Messenger 
     June 27 ï Joe Wise 
      July 11 ï March Forth Quartet  
 

          The concerts start promptly at 6:00 p.m. and last until approximately 8:00 p.m.   
   Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  A free will offering is collected and refreshments are  
             served.   

 
 

ANGEL FOOD ministries ORDERS 
 

   Orders for May will be taken on May 7 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 5:00- 
      7:00 p.m. and on May 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  There are menus and order  

      forms available on the bulletin board outside of the office. 
 
      Help will be needed with the distribution that will take place on May 15 from         

         9:00-10:00 a.m.  We have a donation box in the hall for anyone who would like to  
           contribute toward the purchase of an Angel Food package to help those in need.   

   
               If you have any questions about any aspect of the Angel Food program, talk to Al  
             Pantaleo or Kim Blyler.  
 

 

Angel food ministries night at the spikes  
   

 You are invited to join Angel Food Ministries host sites from around the Centre  

       region in participating in the first annual Angel Food Ministries fundraisers.. 
 
    What:  Night at the Spikes (Class A Affiliate of the Pittsburg Pirates) 
     When:  Thursday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m.   
   (Final date for reservations is May 28) 

        Where:  Medlar Field (Lubrano Park, State College) 
          Tickets:  $7.00     

 
   Contact:  Al Pantaleo or Kim Blyler to purchase tickets or to have questions  
   answered. 

+  +  +  +  + 
 
ñOld aunts used to come up to me at weddings, poke  me in the ribs, and cackling, tell me:  ñYouôre next!ô  They 
stopped after I started doing the same thing to them at funerals.ò 
 
         --George Goldtrap 
            The Joyful Noiseletter 
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Looking ahead  
 

                                      July 18 ï Church Picnic 
                                        August 1-7 ï West End Fair 
September 19 ï Homecoming/Congregation Appreciation/Harvest Home 

October 17 ï Senior Member Dinner 
November 6 ï Sauerkraut Dinner 

December 9, 10, 11 ï Christkindl Market 
 

 

BANQUET SCHEDULE 
 

    There is only one banquet scheduled for May, a noon meal for the FFA on May  
 11.  Help will be needed in both the dining room and kitchen.  Watch the bulletin  
         board across from the sanctuary for sign-up sheets for dining room help.  If you  
         are able to help in the kitchen, talk to Shirley Kerstetter (966-0034). 
 
 Cakes will also be needed for the banquet.  If you are able to provide one or two,  

   sign up on the attached form or talk to Shirley.  All help is greatly appreciated. 
 

+   +  +  +  + 
 

BANQUET CAKES 
 
I will provide a cake(s) for the following banquet(s). Please list number to be provided 
 
      ______May 11  
       12:00 noon 
       FFA 
        

 
Signed___________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
+  +  +  +  + 

 
A father asked his little son what was the highest number he had counted.  The boy replied, ñ973:ò  The father 

asked the boy why he had stopped there.  The boy replied, ñBecause church was over.ò   
      

     --The Joyful Noiseletter 
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Vacation bible school  
 

  When:  Sunday, June 13      5:00-8:00 p.m. 
    Monday, June 14-Friday, June 18   6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  Christôs United Lutheran Church 
 

   Who:  All children ages 3 years through 6th grade 
           Older teens and adults are needed to help! 
 
Youôre invited to step back into Bible times as the front lawn of Christôs United Lutheran Church (4-
Bells Church) is transformed into a Jerusalem market place.  This yearôs theme ñKing of Kingsò will 
highlight several Old Testament kings as they display qualities exemplified by Jesus, the ñKing of 
Kings.ò 
 
The week will open at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evening as children and their parents are welcomed to 
partake of Biblical style foods and engage in the crafts of typical artisans of the day.  Children will 
need the supervision of a parent or guardian as they wander the ñstreetsò of our open-air market.  The 
market will close at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Throughout the remainder of the week, children will be guided by their teachers to various ñstationsò 
where they will learn of the kings through Bible study, music, themed crafts, snack, prayer, and 
games. 
 
For more information contact Judy Moyer or Lori Jo Showalter. 
 
 

GROUP WORK CAMP 
 

 The group work camp in Mifflinburg this year is looking for people to sew bags.   
They are in need of 400 plus. Several churches are helping with this project. I   
 would like if our church could sew around 100. In the bags they will place little  

   goodies for all the workers. Please see the bulletin board outside of Margieôs  
      office for an example and  instructions how to make it. Please let Idella  

        Zimmerman know if you are interested in making and the number you hope to  
     make. 

         
                                                                                                                                They also are in need of the following:  
 
1. Ladders! We encouraged the home owners to borrow ladders for the repairs being  done  to their 
homes but many will not be able to do this. The work group will have a complete listing of ladders 
needed the first week of May. We are in need of people to help deliver them to the job sites.  
 
2. Individuals to be available the week before to visit sites, verify the directions and inventory the 
building materials that will be delivered by the lumber store.  
 

+  +  +  +  + 
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Buggytown Workcamp 2010 
Directions/Setup Week 

July 5-9, 2010 
 

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a volunteer in the preparation of the 2010 Workcamp.  Things 
are coming together so well and this is a tribute to  so many in our church family, our community and area 
churches stepping up to help.  Thank You!!! 
 
I am asking you to let me know what hours you are available the week of July 5-9.  Our Setup Director will 
be stationed at the Mifflinburg Intermediate Unit Mechanical room (139). He will have a listing of all the 
sites that will receive home repairs the following week when the campers arrive. 
 

        We are asking that you attend a short training (about 30 minutes) concerning your role on 
Monday, July 5 @ 9:00 AM or 6:00 PM at the Intermediate School Mechanical room 139 

        Upon completion of the training, you will be given a listing of sites that will include a materials 
order. 

        You will leave from the Intermediate School parking lot and begin checking the directions to the 
site. 

        Upon arrival at the site, you will meet the resident and place a ñWorkcamp Placardò in the 
window. This placard will be a welcome site to the campers as they navigate the roads of 
Union/Snyder counties in search of ñtheir homeò for the week. 

        Using the materials order, please check to make sure all the materials ordered were actually 
delivered by the lumber store. The materials should be located together BUT sometimes residents 
fear they will be stolen and they will ñhide themòé 

        If all the materials are on site (we hope!), simply sign the sheet and return it to the Setup 
Director upon return to Mifflinburg. IF something is missing, please indicate AND let the Setup 
Director know this so we can get it delivered prior to the camp. 

 
We need all sites checked for directions and materials prior to Saturday, July 10 so that we can get 
anything that was missed delivered. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me ASAP or talk to the Setup Director the week of 
July 5-9. Once again, thank you for your time and energy.  Please plan to attend the evening program in 
the Intermediate School gym to see the fruits of your labor. I promise it is well worth your time! The 
evening program proves what a worthwhile mission this is for our community! 
 
         Blessings, 
         Kim Sawyer, Coordinator 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please complete this form and return to Idella Zimmerman before June 11

th
 

 
Name _______________________________Phone #___________________ Email ________________ 
 
I/We are available on the following days to visit sites: (Hopefully you will be available for several or all 
days! Thinking positive! J 
 
Monday, July 5  ___  Time ___________ 
Tuesday, July 6  ___   ___________ 
Wednesday, July 7  ___   ___________ 
Thursday, July 8  ___   ___________ 
Friday, July 9   ___   ___________ 
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PENTECOST 
  
   Pentecost, "the fiftieth [day]") is one of the prominent feasts in the Christian  
   liturgical year commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of  

 Christ. The feast is also called Whitsun, Whitsunday, Whit Sunday, or  
     Whitsuntide, especially in the United Kingdom. Pentecost is celebrated seven  

  weeks (50 days) after Easter Sunday, hence its name. Pentecost falls on the  
  tenth day after Ascension Thursday.  

 
 The two most common Pentecost symbols represent the Holy Spirit.  A 

   descending dove is frequently used to symbolize the coming of the Spirit, since       
   the Gospel of Luke reports that the Holy Spirit came to Jesus at his baptism in   
   the form of a dove. (Luke 3:22).   Tongues of fire are also used to symbolize  
   the Holy Spirit, based on the account of Pentecost found in Acts 2:1-4.  The  
   liturgical color for the Day of Pentecost is bright red, which reminds us of the  
   fire of the Spirit. 
 
Bright red is also the color of the geraniums we use to decorate the sanctuary on The Day of 
Pentecost, which this year is May 23.  If you would like to donate some geraniums for this purpose 
(the plants will then be planted around the church), please fill out the form below and return it to Judy 
Moyer or Margie. 
 

+  +  + + + 

 

GERANIUM ORDER FORM 
 

Cost:  $3.00 
Order Deadline:  May 17 

Return with payment to: Judy Moyer or Margie Dunkle 
 

GIVEN BY_________________________________________________________ 
 
in memory of_______________________________________________________ 

 
in memory of_______________________________________________________ 
 
in honor of_________________________________________________________ 
 
in honor of_________________________________________________________ 
 
to the Glory of God_______________ 
 
 
NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED____________________ 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED______________________________  
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitsun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_Thursday
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
 

Quilt Raffle Winner 
 
Sue Pantaleo was the winner of the special quilt made by our quilting/blanket sewing group.   
 
The proceeds from this raffle ($277.00) will be sent to LWR ñProject Comfort.ò  All monies sent to Project 

Comfort are used for shipping the quilts, school kits, health kits, etc. throughout the world wherever there is a 

need. 

 

Sewing Days 
 
As of this printing, there are no knotting days scheduled for May. 
 
Donôt throw out that old mattress pad.  Bring it to the church and we can use it for filler for the quilts.  
It will help to keep someone warm when it is distributed by Lutheran world Relief.  Remember to bring 
any fabric you have left from your sewing.  Every piece helps. 
 
 
USSWO Twenty-Third Annual Convention 
Saturday, July 24 
 
Mark your calendar for the Twenty-Third Annual Convention of the USSWO on Saturday, July 24, 
2010! 
 
Theme: ñRenew and Rejoiceò 
 
Place: the serenity of Camp Mt. Luther is a perfect backdrop to renew your faith and rejoice with your 
sisters in Christ. 
 
MISSION INGATHERING will be for the Chicken and Egg Project plus Haiti Disaster Relief. 
 
PERSONAL INGATHERING will be of items for Veterans from their Wish List. 
 
Items needed for the Landstuhl Wounded Warrior Ministry Center: 
 

¶ Phone cardsðUnited States domestic only with no expiration date. 

¶ Bath towels, blankets 

¶ Longs sleeve T-shirt/shirts in L-M-S-XL (in this order) 

¶ Menôs boxers in L-XL-M-S(in this order) 

¶ Menôs slippers (slip-on, non slip) sizes 8-14 


